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Abstract

The psycho-social condition of 42 children in domestic violence household was examined; and these observations were made: (1) 4 cases of
delayed physical development, 3 cases of ADHD, 3 cases of suspicion of reactive attachment disorder among 9 infant and pre-school
children; (2) 1 case of learning disorder, 2 cases of suspicion of reactive attachment disorder, 2 cases of school refusal, and 1 case of
depression among 5 elementary school children; (3} 4 cases of school refusal, 3 cases of depression, 1 case of attempted suicide, 2 cases of
social refusal, 1 case of violence against mother, and 2 cases of sexual abuse by stepfather among 8 junior high school children; (4) 1 case
of school refusal among 3 high school age children; and (5) 3 cases of social refusal, 4 cases of violence against mother, 4 cases of victims
of domestic violence, and 3 cases of alcohol abuse among 17 adult-aged children.

These observations suggest that exposure to domestic violence aimed against a mother has both short- and long-term adverse consequences
for children in those households. But, whatever the cause of these difficulties, the suffering of children in household where domestic violence
occurs should be addressed through collaborative, inter-sectoral (i.e., police, social welfare, etc.) services in order to provide long-term care
for the children.
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Long-term adverse effects of living in DV homes
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